
Date Event
12th Aug Footy Colours Day and Hot Dog Lunch

2nd Sept Fathers Day Stall

2nd Sept School Disco

12-14th Sept Grade 5/6 Forest Edge Camp

5th-7th Oct Grade 3/4 Camp

W h a t ’ s  C o m i n g  U p ?

We are Ready to Learn
We can show this by developing 
organisational and listening skills.

KOSSIE CAPERS 
We acknowledge the Gunaikurnai people as the traditional custodians of the land upon which we meet.

We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country.

Once again it has been a very busy fortnight at Kossie. Last week we had 
some of our grade 5/6 students representing us at the Aussie Hoops 
competition with Coach Maynard and Coach Wulffers. The kids did a 
fabulous job against some really tough competition. One of the highlights 
came from the high level of support our teams received from the other 
5/6 classes. The chant of “Kossie” could be heard throughout the stadium.

On the same Friday our Prep - 2 students attended an incursion which 
focused on caring for pets. They had the pleasure of meeting Ruth and 
Azura the Border Collie. The students learnt about being safe around 
animals and did some fabulous writing after.

Also on Friday the 3/4s attended a science incusion called Mad About 
Science. They learnt more about the human body which consolidated 
their Language Arts unit.

Tomorrow it is Footy Colours Day. I am looking forward to seeing the kids 
in their colours and the game of staff vs students footy at lunch time. This 
year, the staff team is looking in fine condition, although the students may 
be the faster team - lucky I appoint the scorer ;-)
Have an ace weekend - Chelsea 

Considerate of Others
We can show this through positive 
body language, kind words, and 
active listening.

Open to Challenge
At Kossie we do our best to opt-in, 
not opt-out. We see making mistakes 
as part of our learning.

Aware of our Choices
We show this by owning our own 
actions and by striving to always be 
our best self.

K O S S I E 
V A L U E S

 BE READY

Principal Report

BE RESPECTFUL

BE RESILIENT

BE RESPONSIBLE
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The second important element for our young readers is phonics. We use a program called Sounds Write from Prep – 4, 
where the students are taught the individual phonemes (sounds) matched to the graphemes (letters) in a sequential 
order, beginning with the sounds for a, i, m, s, t, n, o, p. From there, the students will practice blending these sounds 
together to make words such as cat, sat, Sam, cap and Tim. We use decodable readers with students in grades prep to 4.  

We have already noticed a huge difference in student reading abilities once we began to implement the Sounds Write 
program. One of the benefits is that all students are taught the same sounds, across the prep and 1/2 teams. The 3/4 
team is using Sounds Write a little differently, with students being grouped according to their needs. After having such a 
disrupted two years, students have been given extra time to learn these codes.

Students in grades 5 and 6 are learning to apply their phonemic knowledge to spelling using the program Spelling Mastery. 
This is a differentiated spelling program which is research proven. It teaches students to understand the relationship 
between sounds, word parts and spelling patterns and encourages them to become proficient writers. Students are 
engaged in highly structured lessons which exposes advanced spellers to prefixes, bases, and suffixes. It also uses a 
whole word approach for spellers at all levels to teach the meaning and root of words . This shows them how spelling is 
influenced according to the origin of the word.

Science of Reading - How Kids Learn to Read

SoR in our Classrooms
3/4 H - Knowledge is the Key

PhonicsKossie’s Evidence Based Approach to Teaching Reading

Research has indicated that reading 
comprehension is closely connected to the 
background knowledge we have on a topic 
we’re reading about and by understanding the 
vocabulary contained in the text.  At Kossie we 
are developing a knowledge-building curriculum 
for students in all grades. 
The 3/4 team finished off their Human Body 
Language Arts unit with a bang last week when 
Caleb from ‘Mad About Science’ came to Kossie 
for a workshop about the Human Body.  Caleb was 
impressed with the knowledge and vocabulary 
our students were able to use as we looked at 
some of the body systems we learnt about.  We 

also got to explore some of the 
other systems we had not covered.
We have now started to learn 
about the Ancient Roman 
civilisation which brings a new set 
of knowledge with more fabulous 
words to add to the students 
vocabulary.



Prep - 2 Lexi Hawke 1/2B
Libby Mitchell 1/2T
Wade Norton Prep R
Ava Arnett 1/2W
Blake Thompson 1/2B
Ethan Hutchieson 1/2S
Hunter Ritchie Prep T

Grade 3/4 Elliot Howard 3/4H
Summer Prior 3/4B
Kaydon Pearson 3/4H
Torah Morris 3/4B
Ethan Blythman 3/4F
Pippa Dennis 3/4B
Chase Townsend 3/4H
Boston Lovell 3/4H

Grade 5/6 Arly Mackay 5/6F
Tysan Pearson 5/6M
Alexis Trewern 5/6M
Charlotte Walton 5/6A
Avani Dunstall 5/6F
Charlie May 5/6F
Brooke Roodenrys 5/6A
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Student of the Week

Yard Awards

Congratulations to the following students who have been acknowledged for demonstrating the Kossie 
school Values

Respect Will Vaninetti 3/4F
Margie Williams 1/2S
Elliot Howell 3/4H
Alexander Sakac 5/6A

Responsibility Maxine Briggs 1/2T            Libby Mitchell 1/2T
Jye Meredith 5/6F            Evie Quick 1/2W
Isaac Kennedy 1/2T           Cooper Lucas 1/2W
Mia Hata 1/2B
Lexi Lewis 1/2W
Memphis Course-Hall 1/2W  
Liam Manuel-Fortes 1/2S

Readiness Eliza Parsons 5/6M           Hudson Lovell 5/6A
Levi Hummel 1/2S              Turrel Frost 1/2T
Lochlan Dennis 1/2B
Makayla Melbourne 1/2B
Shae Creswell Prep R
Alanah Burkett 1/2S
Trey Frost 1/2S
Logan Elliot 3/4M
Isabella Blythman 5/6M  
Archer Hobson 3/4M

Resilience Rahni Thompson P T          Noah Howell 3/4H
Saranya Mastwyk 3/4B     Violet Pavich 1/2T
Wade Norton Prep R         Rowan McNeill PR
Archie Campbell 1/2W      
Amelia Strickland PT     
Kaelab Roberts 5/6M
Tallara Overall 1/2B

These wonderful students were also caught 
demonstrating the Kossie Values in the yard 
Congratulations!

One of the student leadership’s goals for the Kossie community is kindness and being a 
good friend.  These goals are also supported by Kossie’s Four Rs and staff. Parents can 
also help out to help students to develop healthy relationships and friendships that makes 
children part of our Kossie community.
*Be kind and caring and truthful, just like you would like people to be towards you.
*Respect people’s feelings and belongings.   
*Invite people to join in your games and activities
*Never talk about others when they are not around. 
*Be prepared to forgive and forget and apologise when you get it wrong.
Making friends requires effort and is not always easy. Sometimes friends do things that 

are hurtful but a good friendship means that all people involved work together to make it successful for everyone. 

Friendships and Being a Good FriendClarky’s Corner



M O N
Breakfast Club
Snack Bar

T U E S Kossie Kids Club

W E D S Breakfast Club

F R I Snack Bar

This term we are delighted to offer a FREE four-week 
basketball clinic at our school for Grade 3-6 students. The 
clinic will begin on Monday 15th August for Grade 3/4s and 
Tuesday 16th August for Grade 5/6s. The sessions will take 
place between 3:30 and 4:30pm. Please return forms to the 
office ASAP if your child would like to participate.

Contact Us

After School Basketball Clinic

36 Kosciuszko Street 
TRARALGON

03 51742512

traralgon.ps.kosciuszko@education.vic.gov.au
www.kossieps.vic.edu.au

Weekly Happenings

Just a friendly reminder that camp installment 
due dates are approaching. The 3rd installment for 
the Grade 5/6 camp of $65 is due on August 15th. 
Additionally, the 3rd installment for Grade 3/4 camp of 
$60 is due on August 24th. Please contact the office if 
you need any help. 

Camp Deposits

Footy Colours Day

Tomorrow we will be celebrating our favourite teams 
(all sporting teams accepted) with a parade and a 
Staff vs Student footy game on the oval. Please note 
if students are not dressed in footy colours they are 
required to wear uniform on the day.


